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Claims 1 to 7 

The inventions described in claims 1 to 7 involve an inventive step over the inventions described 
in documents 1 to 3. 

Documents 1 to 3 do not describe a process for covering the lower surface and upper surface of 
an insulating substrate with a lower-surface metal foil and an upper-surface metal foil, 
respectively, where the upper-surface metal foil is thinner than the lower-surface metal foil. With 
such an arrangement, the inventions described in the present application provide the following 
advantageous effects: easier etching of the thin upper-surface metal foil and the ability to reduce 
damage to the lower-surface metal foil caused by laser light during the formation of a blind via 
hole. 

Claim 8 

The invention described in claim 8 does not possess novelty in view of document 3. The idea of 
the upper-surface pattern being thinner than the lower-surface pattern is disclosed in Fig. 2 of 
document 3. 
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(57) Abstract 

A printed wiring board and method for producing the same, in which an upper-surface pattern is readily formed, and a lower-surface 
metal foil is hardly damaged when a blind via hole is made by a laser beam. A lower-surface metal foil (220) is provided over the lower 
surface of an insulating sheet (5), and an upper-surface metal foil (210) thinner than the lower-surface metal foil (220) is provided over its 
upper surface. An open hole (213) is made in the upper-surface metal foil in a position corresponding to the area (35) where a blind via hole 
is formed. A laser beam (8) is projected onto the area (35) through the open hole (213) to make a blind via hole (3) the bottom of which is the 
lower-surface /netal foil. A metal plating film (23) is formed on the inner wall of the blind via hole (3). Upper- and lower-surface patterns 
(2 1 , 22) are formed by etching. 
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